Information about ‘Sacred Songs of the 70s’

These songs were recorded in 1976 by Chara Christou, a group of young musicians at Somervell Presbyterian Church, Auckland, New Zealand. The resulting vinyl long-playing record was entitled ‘Celebrate His Love’, and only one production run was made.

I recently found a deteriorating copy of the studio master tape, and attempted to clean it up and digitise it so that the wonderful sound of Chara Christou would not be lost. The clarity and precision of their singing is a rare treat to listen to, enhanced by Michael Jenkins’s beautifully balanced harmonies. I hope it can again bring pleasure to many.

· Ray Galvin, December 2010

The songs:

The Covenant Song (Barrie)
Come Follow Me (Cadwallader)
I am the Light of the World (Strathdee)
O Come Immanuel (Trad. 12th Cent.)
O Brothers Come (Strathdee)
O Sacred Head (Hassler/Bach)
Canticle of the Gift (Trad.)
Come to the Water (Stevens)
Jacob’s Song (Kriegen)
The Song of Moses (Pulkingham)
Hymn for a Prayer Meeting (Keefe/Fitzgerald)
The Gloria (Trad. Music:McGregor)
The singers:

Fraser Elder

Celia Elder

Frith Parsons

Giselle Parsons

Ray Galvin

Mark Denekamp

Sharon Denekamp

Andrea Davidson

Jane Terrell

Nicola Truman

Brian Wheeldon

Scheana Brown

Moira Brown

Michael Jenkins

Jim ??

Graham ??

Jenny Cochrane

If you have further information please contact me on ray.galvin@gmx.de
